Overview – Units of Study
8th Grade English/Language Arts 
Lauren Peck (lpeck@ipswichschools.org) and Karen Langlais (langlais@ipswichschools.org)

Independent Reading/Dialogue Journals

Outcome Expectations:

· Literature response writing

· Support and elaboration

· Reading strategies

· Genre goals 

· Consistent reading habit

Expository Writing Curriculum
Outcome Expectations:


· Writing process

· Well-supported paragraph 

· Academic writing 

· Composition conventions/grammar instruction

Hero Research Project
Outcome Expectations:


· Inquiry-based research

· Use of online databases for print sources

· Evaluation of websites

· Integration of source information in a multimedia presentation

Multiple Intelligences Unit

Outcome Expectations:

· Non-fiction reading 

· Note-taking

· Understanding of personal learning  styles/strengths

· Support and elaboration

· Oral presentation

Short Story Unit
Outcome Expectations:

· Elements of Fiction

· Reading strategies

· Literature circle discussion

· Narrative Writing

Poetry Anthology
Outcome Expectations:

· Review/learn poetry terms

· Create personal poetry anthology of 10+ different poets

· Introduce literary criticism

The Giver – Novel Study

Outcome Expectations:

· Elements of fiction

· Class literature discussions

· Creative writing response

· Vocabulary development

Why We Study the Holocaust

Outcome Expectations:

· Elements of fiction

· Non-fiction reading

· In-class 5 paragraph essay test

· Small group literature discussions

Adirondack Magazine

Outcome Expectations:

· Non-fiction reading

· Prepare ahead for science content of class trip

· Technology tools

SCRAPBOOK! Project
Outcome Expectations:

· Descriptive writing

· Personal narrative

