Grade 8 English Language Arts

Curriculum Overview:

Students will pursue a year-long course of independent study in reading, writing and grammar while participating in several units of instruction across the school year with both Mrs. Langlais and Mrs. Peck.  The fall semester will provide an overview of the academic skills required by the high school learning community, with particular attention to research and expository writing.  The spring semester will reinforce the elements of fiction and poetry, and will include a study of Lois Lowry’s The Giver as well as memoir and non-fiction from the Holocaust. 

Curriculum Outcomes: 
Based on each strand of the January 2009 Draft ELA State Frameworks, students will be able to:
· Reading:  Demonstrate a literal, inferential and critical understanding of several genres of literature, including non-fiction, fiction, short stories and poetry.

· Writing: Utilize the writing process to construct organized and focused pieces of writing using specific details and elaboration to support ideas.

· Language and Vocabulary: Identify contextual vocabulary and word origins, and apply these skills to their own writing.  
· Speaking and Listening: Contribute appropriate and useful information in class and group discussion, as well as in oral presentations. Students will support their ideas with specific detail and elaboration.
· Research:  Frame inquiry, find and evaluate information, and organize material into a focused oral and written presentation, 
· Technology: Demonstrate district-wide technology guidelines for projects involving inquiry-based research using on-line databases.  They will utilize Web 2.0 composition tools such as a wiki, online discussion forum (Moodle), and Windows MovieMaker.
Course Content:

Fall:  Conventions of the academic paragraph, study of the multiple intelligences, metacognition and the reading process, inquiry-based digital research project, and study of short fiction.  

Spring:  The Giver novel discussion, poetry anthology project, fiction and memoir from the Holocaust, Adirondack magazine, scrapbook descriptive writing, and portfolio for high school 
Grading Policies:  
Grades will be available on line for students and parents. 
All written work is evaluated with a performance rubric, given with assignment.
All written work may be re-submitted, using the writing process, for a revised grade.

All group project participants receive individual grades.
Testing alternates between open-book and closed-book; re-testing is encouraged.

Enrichment activities will be offered for extra credit with most projects or units of study. 

Homework:

Nightly assignments will include assigned reading, independent reading, essay drafts and other steps assigned within long-term projects.  Assignments can usually be obtained from teacher voice mailbox: Langlais (225) and Peck (226). E-mail addresses are:

langlais@ipswichschools.org and lpeck@ipswichschools.org
Grading Overview:

30%: reading workshop, journals, testing, and class literature discussion

30%: writing workshop including: notebook participation grade, grammar, and composition writing assignments.  Final drafts of written work will be saved in a portfolio to submit to high school English teachers.

30%: research and projects
10% - class work and homework; daily grammar edits
